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Very rarely do we se a whole field of poppies like this one at Bull Mill Hertfordshire 


in July 2022 


Written at August 22nd 2022 (but many photos are earlier) 


— 


Photo History 


After returning from Sicily | seemed to get ‘bogged down’ with so much that my Photo History volumes mounted up. Once 
a mass of photos accumulate it seems kinda hard to motivate myself to get down to it so the mass increase in size. Anyway 
| have now taken the bull by the horns (or the photos by the corners) and returned to continuing what seems to have be- 
come my life’s work. Strangely enough, | wonder who (if anyone) will look at these volumes once | depart. | have been to 
the Civic centre recently ..and back again tomorrow to look and copy old photos from their archives as | am trying to do two 
things: 


1) using old photos of Southgate alongside current ones fro (where possible) the same viewpoint to illustrate how 
things have changed. | always find tis totally fascinating and am sure others will too. 


2) lam quite involved with The Friends of Enfield Chase (more about that later) and am also compiling a ‘potted’ history 
from various sources 


What has happened since our return from Sicily. Quite a lot A really dry period culminating in an official drought Despite 
the arrival of heavy rain, nine UK regions remain drought zones. and this is not just in the UK...yes, obviously a hose-pipe 
ban despite a record level of leaks 


This is from Thames Water...Every day we supply 2.6 billion litres of water, but not all of that gets to our customers. At the 
moment, we leak almost 24% of the water we supply. We know it’s not acceptable to be losing so much precious water and 
we’ve got a plan to fix it. It’s not going to be quick, but we’re making progress 


This was also a really vital statistic's the past two years the chief executives of England's water companies were paid an 
estimated £24.3million in total, figures. Dame Meg Hillier, who chairs the public accounts committee, said: "It sticks in the 
craw that the chief executives are earning telephone number salaries while their businesses leak billions of litres of water.” 


Boris has been ousted ..thanks heavens but will even worse follow?...On September 5th Britain will get its fourth prime min- 
ister in six years. Rishi Sunak or Liz Truss will be handed the keys to 10 Downing Street. | personally hate all these promises 
of what will now be done. So easy to promise and then ‘we would have liked to do*** but the financial climate makes it 
impossible.” Just like all major project budgets being grossly exceeded. Once the instigators are in place any excuse keeps 
us poor idiots in check. Or am | a cynic? time will tell. 


Gardens are totally yellow and despite the rain now many plants etc have gone to the land of ‘wilted greenery’. Our tree 
planning has seen many casualties. 


Finally, with the Ukraine War and other world wide problems, the world economies are being hit in a way that in my life 
time is unique. Figures quoted are beyond comprehension and Lynn and | are only too aware that things will get much 
worse here. The research firm Cornwall Insight said Fuel and utility Energy bills in Great Britain could reach more than 
£3,600 a year this winter, experts have warned, with soaring wholesale prices expected to continue to push up household 
costs until at least 2024. The cap, which is set quarterly by the energy industry regulator, Ofgem, was at £1,400 a year as 
recently as October last year. 


“What we are seeing is the extent to which there is so much uncertainty regarding the ongoing availability of gas from Rus- 
sia to the European Union as winter approaches,” “Frankly it has not been uncommon to see our forecasts change by as 
much as £100 a day as a consequence of this. We really have seen throughout spring and summer this progressive trend 
upwards in our forecasts. But crucially what we are seeing is the level of increases in these forecasts is continuing well into 
2023 and at this point we don’t see any sign of it easing off going into 2024.” 


Cornwall is forecasting that average annual household energy bills will top £3,700 in the second quarter next year, before 
falling back slightly to £3,470 in the final three months of the year. 


Just like the water companies, the ‘fat cats “ awarded themselves and shareholders massive figures...The latest forecast of 
soaring energy bills came as energy firm BP reported bumper profits of £6.9 billion in the quarter to the end of June, triple 
the $2.8bn in the same period last year and the second-highest in the company’s history. (.....cont) 


Consumers are increasingly struggling with the cost of living crisis — inflation is running 
Photo History at a 40-year high— and the UK government's plans to alleviate the rising cost of energy 
bills are not enough, MP’s said last week The government’s multibillion-pound pack- 
age of support includes a £400 discount for every household in the country in Octo- 


ber, and a £150 rebate from council tax bills for some homes 


This seems like a really bad omen for the UK. Many average people are really struggling to pay their bills and this rapid and 
unheard-of increase in both fuel and utility costs added to very large food and travel costs are putting people into debt. Sav- 
ings used up and credit cards maxed out. While some are living and displaying excessive wealth, cheek to jowl with people 
who are really suffering. This can not continue and we can foresee great unrest coming. Especially once sunny weather finish- 
es and cold winter sets in. No, | am not being unnecessary gloomy, | am a realist and anyone who cannot see this is deluding 
themselves. We have a great work force here but unmotivated as just existing is proving so difficult. 


Having left the EU obviously has put great pressure on the country. Add to this the Covid pandemic and now the world-wide 
ripple effect of the Ukraine War . 


We are an island with an ‘island mentality’ but instead , we should use this new-found freedom to start manufacturing again, 
producing niche goods for export, change our agricultural policy to growing more sustainably ..less reliant on artificial fertilis- 
er and monoculture , improve the exposure of our financial expertise and IT knowhow. This is where we can shine and be- 
come a world-beater. Forget the 'Empire’ of the past. It can now be seen that we exploited other lands and a few became 
very rich as a result. Many of the descendants are still ‘landed gentry’ and in Parliament. | know | sound very radical but com- 
mon sense surely shows through. 


| will continue with my usual personal spot but this should not devalue what | have written above. 


Lynn is more beautiful than ever and keeps herself very fit by running daily while | swim. | look at all our friends and she still 
looks so young and her smile lights the room. Tammy and Larnie are a joy with their constant ‘giggles’ and fun messages. We 
are so lucky to have such a great family. DP and Angela and Binky and the kids are a joy. We heard this week that Beau, now 
an unbelievable 18’ has got an A and two B’s in his a-levels which got him entry to bath Uni where he will study civil rights 
law. A pat on the back to his parents guiding him to study seriously with many distractions around. Likewise our lovely 
Peachy, now a gorgeous 16 is going to Theatre School in Bath as well so doubly proud. The Larn has been offered a great new 
job...so more about that later. Lynn and | are still volunteering with tree maintenance and have formed a ‘friends of Enfield 
Chase’ group...but again more of that later. Jo, my lovely jo, came here today and a sad farewell as she is off to Cyprus tomor- 
row to live permanently with Marian her daughter and Josie ..granddaughter of 5 now. 


| hope to add a new volunteering day, helping with feeding less fortunate. | would like to train folk to cook but must see if 
that’s possible. 


No major travel planned but a family Sunday lunch in Bradford on Avon so really hope that wors and all can make it.. 


Anyway ..on with this ‘long awaited 128th volume. 


8th September 2022 


Very sadly, our Queen Elizabeth died this afternoon aged 96. She reigned longer than any previous monarch and was a 
real inspiration. Obviously none of her public knew her personally, but there is a real feeling of loss everywhere and our 
new Prime Minister, Liz Truss, was welcomed in for her new role by The Queen only two days ago at Balmoral so she took 
her civic duties seriously right to the end. | felt , as this is my ‘Photo History’, | should reflect how it resonates publicly at 
this time. One forgets very quickly about the public feelings and | hope my jottings convey the atmosphere. In the pouring 
rain at night TV showed a crowded scene outside the palace and every radio and tv channel was filled with tributes from 
around the world. A ‘Royal Granny’ and ‘The likes of her will never be seen again’ were my favourite quotes. She was re- 
markable and even countries and people who had no love for the royalty expressed tributes to a special person. So much 


has happened during her reign and many folk under 70 have never known any other royal. A remarkable person and two 


papers (of the many) on the next pages show how loved she was. The funeral will be in approx. 8 days and | feel sure the 
nations’ mourning will be appropriate 


While | was writing the previous page a good friend just sent this 


Photo History 


across...wonderful timing... 


Service information 


Date HM QUEEN 
Time ELIZABE IH ll 


1926 - 2022 


REST In PEACE 

JOUR MATESTY THE QVEEN, 
You SERVED THE NATION 

WITH SO MUCH PRIDE 

FOR OVER 70 YEARS 

UPON THE THRONE ; 

THROUGH TOUGH TIMES 

OF SHIFTING ANXIETY IN WISTORY 
YOuR PRESENCE WAS OFFERED 
REASSURANCE AND STABILITY, 
Fok SO MANY PEOPLE 

You WAVE BEEN THE ONLY MONARCH > 
THEY WAVE EVER KNOWN. 


AT THE END OF YOUR REIGN, 

THE REAVENS OPENED UP a ee 
AND THE CLOUDS BECAME EYES CRYING TEARS OF GAIN, 

YOU WILL NEVER BE FORGOTTEN 

AND THE WORLD WILL FONDLY REMEMBER You 

WITH SO MUCH RESPECT AND LOVE; 

NONE OF US WANTED TO HEAR THE NEWS LONDON BRIDGE IS DOWN, 
INE WALE EXPECTED YOU TO LIVE FOREVER 

AND TO ALWAYS GE WEARING THE CROWN, 

GuT, NoW YOURE AT PEACE WITH THE Love OF YOUR LIFE 
UHERE YOU CAN RESUME BEING PHILIP AND ELIZABETH, 

A WUSBAND AND WIFE REUNITED IN RWEAVEN ABOVE. 


@allontheboord 
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28-PAGE PICTORIAL TRIBUTE 


INSIDE: 


‘Grief is the 
price we pay 
c lave’ 


ZABETH II 
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FRIDAY, SEPTEMBER 9, 2022 
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Strangely enough, after the 
mammoth crowds lining eve- 
ry inch of the route from 
Windsor to Westminster Hall, 
the slow drive along the 
country lanes seemed espe- 
cially memorable. 


The State funeral was a memorable occasion with the UK coming to a halt and on the day of 


the funeral a bank holiday was declared and virtually every shop and other public service 
was closed . We have never experienced such a universal following of such a sad occasion 
and queuing was up to 15 hours to file past her coffin. The radio and tv coverage were all 
splendid and these very poignant scenes taken from our tv, show how diverse they were. 
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’,..a bit of a convoluted order here. 


Volume #125 is at the back of the Sicily volumes #126 and #127. then came the funeral 
of Queen Elizabeth and now | am continuing with the Photo history from when Noga 
and Adam stayed with us in June’22. Events overtook the continuous nature of these 
volumes...Hope this makes it clear. 


If it does, perhaps you can explain it to me 
, wi.’ L £ = a ae 


Walking the 
South Bank # 
July ‘22 


Bridge renovation 


| always seem to find some fascinating shots at The 
Tate Modern 
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Above Greenwich at The Royal Observatory with those mesmerising London 


Photo History ~~ views # July 2022 


A sad farewell at Stansted airport 
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Four Monster ...Lynn and 
myself with Jimmy and Evie 
at High Beech 


..and the monster lurking 
in the woods 


Incredible twisted de- 


signs in the bark of this 


fallen tree 


Walking with Neil to recce the forthcoming local 


walk gave me some interesting photo shots 


os ieee 


—— 
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ry unusual to see it totally without people all around 


Ve 


This is the dead Himalayan balsam at the side of the 


brook after we cleared in earlier in the month 
Attractive webs across meadow plants 


These fishing platforms are normally over the fish ponds but it 
is obvious that the drought has partially dried out the ponds 
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High Beech at Epping Forest has 
some delights for us...yes, of course, 
they are mostly food related. 


The Oyster Shack cooks a fantastic 
array of fish to be enjoyed at the 
basic tables outside. ...worth the 
journey alone. Plus the local Church 
does a wonderful selection of home- 
made cakes and tea to be enjoyed in 


the graveyard. Tasty ...not macabre) 


Selfridges opened The Brasserie Of Light in 2013 with a Damion Hurst cen- 
trepiece and the décor was really interesting. Food was ok but no great 
shakes....and overpriced as expected 


Mi reson 
Me 
- | ] K. 
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PO ps ny 1, 


Sometimes, just relaxing in our garden is the best a 


In July’22 Despite Martin’s earlier very sad brain bleed he has 
recovered marvellously and Maxine drove him to Lincoln 
where we all spent a great day together. We were so delighted 

with his rapid recovery 


Despite all his | 
valiant efforts, 
Martin proved 
unable to § 
straighten the [| 
old lamp post 


July ‘22 was a really hot month and we returned to the Amwell area in 
Hertfordshire, walking from the nature reserve (bird spotters’ paradise) 
along the river Lee and into the dragonfly trail wetlands. Then onto our 


favourite picnic spot where tree shelter was really needed 


There were lots of fascinating dragonflies 
darting around but they move so quickly, it was 


almost impossible to get a good shot of any 
ae 


* 
i. 
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Amwell Nature Reserve near Ware is one of the most important places for wildlife in the county and is 
well-used and enjoyed by the local community. The area includes reedbeds, grassland and woodland, 
although Great Hardmead Lake below is arguably the most striking feature. The reserve forms part of 
the Lee Valley, which connects the site with other nature reserves and habitats along the River Lee, 
providing a wildlife corridor stretching from Hertford to the Thames 


Himalayan balsam (Impatiens glandulifera) is a very attractive but problematic plant, 


Photo History especially in the British Isles. While it comes from Asia, it has spread into other habi- 


tats, where it pushes out native plants and can wreak serious havoc on the environ- 


The plant is attracted to damp areas ment. In the early 19th century, they were brought to the British Isles to be planted 


IRE MVC Danes WMEVELI news IyCll: in gardens, and before long they escaped into the wild, where they continue to 


ters that can reach 10 feet (3 m.) in cause a number of serious problems. 


height. Because it is so tall, it will often 
shade out shorter native plants. Himala- 


yan balsam is an annual, however, and it 
dies back in the winter, leaving bare spac- 
es that would normally be inhabited by 
native grasses. This leaves the river banks 
vulnerable to serious erosion.. This is the 
reason that us volunteers take part in 
‘Baslsam Bashing’ as it’s known—and this 
is in the Turkey Street brook at Forty Hall 


They are attractive and, 
fortunately, very easy to 
pull up. It is a team effort. 


We went to see a great production of Crazy For You at Chichester Theatre 
and stayed overnight at The Old Priory near Bognor Regis which even had an 


The furry door outside pool. The following day we walked along the stony beach at Middle- 


mat at The 
Old Priory 


ton-on-sea for miles ending at Climping (where we indulged in chips and a 
cuppa on the beach...’true looksury’ ). It was very different and great fun 


At Middleton-On-Sea...maybe the 
final abode of an ex-sailor?? 


RE Doipp 


The costal erosion was very obvious along all the shore line 
where there were no breakwaters or stone protection 


Some of the wonderful sights to 


be enjoyed on the beech 
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The last Friday of every month is ‘Lads Walk’ time. The ‘lads’ are possibly not lads 
any more and the walk has degenerated into a stroll with frequent stops...but it is 
“ a great institution and despite declining numbers it is still a great 
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A garden wok with Larnie in 
July is a low key treat 


* At the beginning of August Lynn and | did a London walk recce for a future walk 


Photo History that didn’t materialise but we got some London shots that seemed interesting 


At the end of 
The Haymarket 


The Crypt café in St. 
Martin-In-the —Fields 


~ T the old Apple Market 


site in Covent Garden 


Kazakhstan House 
with its nautical - 
themed roof 


+ 


enoeakd 


Relaxing in a quiet time at 
Covent Garden 
27 


Kowloon ‘all-In’ 


buffet in Chinatown 


The ‘Sundae (complete with fly) in Trafalgar 


Sq. with London Eye in background 


Po eeeseriees tage 


Soho Parish 
Primary School 


If you look up you see 
many unexpected 
things , like this man 
with a beer cask 


A taxi pit stop 
being renovated 
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Walking in Whitewebbs and lunch at 
The Toby afterwards in August ‘22 


Photo History 


The imaginative stage set at the Olivier for Jack Resolute 


Flies Again.. Even his scarf moved in the slipstream 


B ab 


Views from the 
National Theatre 
Terrace before 
the show and 
from Blackfriars 
Bridge on the way 
home afterwards 


32 


-_ 


Enjoying a salad at The Library Café in Enfield. Note how 
yellow the drought has left the grass in the park 


Salmons Brook — an opportunity for natural flood management 


The Salmons Brook Catchment 

et The headwaters of Salmons Br0ok rive just a few miles to the west of Here. As the river hows down throughs 

the catchment i collects mare water hom sinall lrm cktches ard other Uibutaries, such as Meryl 

brook and Houndsden Gutter. growing In site and strength 98 toes. Though sta smaller relative of the 

larger rivers downstream. by the time Salmons Brook hits the Lee valley floodplain it has sufficient force to 
flooding following periods of heavy rainfall 


Over many years the rWver has been heavily modified to the point that Its now far fromm its natura state 

Within rural areas the river has been dredged to increase Its low capacity, the creation of ditches and farmland 
drainage all lead to an increaye in the rate at which water's shed from the land. A silar process oncurs in 
Urban areas downstream where once green areas have been paved over and natural drainage features such a9 
streams and ponds have been replaced with roadside guilles and a network of pipes and culverts 


the River 

Enfiold Council started working with Thames21 on the Salmons Brook Natural Flood Management project i 2098, 
‘This long term project aims to reduce flood risk in urban aveas cownstream by working with and restoring natural 
processes across the landscape. It involves slowing the flow of water and making some parts of the rural landscape 
more likely to flood as storing water here during periods of heavy rainfall takes the pressure off rivers further down, 
the catchment. 


Restoring Salmons Brook by resetting it as clase as possible to its natural state has huge potential to improve the 
‘environment throughout the catchment. Options being delivered and under consideration include: 

ce Landscape restoration - converting some arable farmland back to grassland, scrub and woodland 

2 Ditch blocking - slowing the flow of water in these small channels that criss-cross the Salmons Brook valley 
© Creating ponds and wetlands - capturing water during wet periods and releasing it slowly ( 
2 fiver restoration ~ the current river is So efficient at getting rid of water quickly that it often goes completely | 
Gry in the summer months, reinstating natural features such as meanders, berrms and gravel banks all 
contribute to a slower, more diverse river filled with opportunities for wildlife 


Benefits of Natural Flood Management 

The project involves looking at the whole catchment, not just the river channel, creating diverse habitat 
for a range of wildlife, Including birds, amphibians and water-loving insects such as dragonflies, reducing 
pollution and flood risk further downstream in Edmonton and beyond. 


Natural Flood Management 
info on The Enfield Chase 


PPE aa, 


A resting point during our 
tree survival check 


mr 


Hopefully, these will be wonderful 


wooded areas in years to come 


These cracks appeared during the 
drought so we checked the survival rate 
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In July ‘22, Jo left to live permanently in 
Cyprus and invited us for a farewell lunch 
with Mark. Very sad to see her go.. 
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yanne and Peter and Philippa joined us 


With on-line banking and the ‘cashless society’ now being ever present | feel 


these shots of one of the few remaining banks in Southgate may well cause 


the remark“ gosh, | remember banks’..like it was yesterday”. 


You will be the judge of that. | just take the photos 


We stayed with Ivor & Judy at their lodge in August’22 and visited Snathe 


Photo Hictor = . 
Photo History maltings on our way back 


ThUPLL 
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The local pub ‘The Poacher’s Pocket’ 


where we enjoyed a meal 


Maybe smaller portions or larger plates??? 


Photo History 


Woodbridge never fails to delight us. The town is very pretty and the walk around the estuary is really beautiful 


: 
u 


40 
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Primrose Hill totally yellow in the middle of the 
drought. We’d never seen it like this before . A few 
people sitting in the shade but only the brave (and 


us loonies) were walking in the sun 


aml OM By ge 


We enjoyed lunch together with Sandra & Robert in a very 
quiet restaurant garden 


Vi, 


Oa fj =m\" 


> Lynn and | organised the Enfield chase inaugural walk on October 1st and all 
Photo Hist = . . . . 

eee of us committee members id the recce walk in advance hoping for equally 
good weather on the day 


NFIELD CHASE 


Saturday October ist , 
Put the date in your diary NOW! 


You are invited to join us on Saturday morning 1st October (at 10.00am) for a leisurely stroll along the wonderful new 


Enfield Chase section of London’s orbital pathway : the London Loop. 


Enjoy Enfield’s newest park area and London’s largest new woodland . Marvel at the wonderful reforestation and rewilding 
project led by Enfield Council, supported by Thames 21 and 1000’s of volunteers 


Relax and chat over a refreshment break (Please bring your own refreshments plus water if it’s hot!). There will be an oppor- 
tunity to discuss tree planting, maintenance and future plans 


Spot wildlife in the fields, in Salmon’s Brook, ponds and swales, in the sky above and in the new woodland 
Be amazed at the wonderful unspoilt countryside right on your doorstep 
“Yes...we have a cunning plan... we hope we can welcome you to become involved with the Friends of Enfield Chase. We meet 
a few times a year to plan and there are volunteering opportunities throughout the year: these are currently on a Wednesday. 


Planting further trees is expected during the winter period. 


You will benefit from being in a very special environment, in fresh air and being able to contribute to the wonderful Enfield 
Chase . You can make new friends and we welcome young 


and old from every background. 


FULL JOINING INSTRUCTIONS: 


See our website or Facebook 


S 
aturday October 1st 


All walkers will receive a unique 
certificate showing that they 
were on the inaugural walk on 
Enfield Chase 


Quite a lot of planning was 


involved for what , on the 
surface, seemed to be just 
a simple walk 
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Checking the various 
notice boards 


The new picnic areas 


are really well placed 


— ~ enemy accesible WOOdIaNS have 
between 2020 and 2022. The project was 
Enfield Council with help from 


9reund an 
volving bodiverty and envvonmental ve 
(of this landscape for the future. a 


eta fog ot sara 
managers pow 


This shows one of the swales (shallow ponds) that 
has dried out in the drought but the reeds in the coir 
mats are still somehow managing to survive 


Despite all our efforts some simple-minded folk seem 
to get a strange satisfaction by destroying our work 
by throwing a heavy seat into one of the fuller ponds 


This beautiful pond is already attracting wildlife 


Z* - 


This point is possibly one of our favourites and as the 


whips grow the view will change over the years and 
hopefully we will be around to take a photo with the 
beginning of a wood emerging on both sides 


On our ‘recce’ we ensured there was adequate notices 


around to inform potential walkers , cyclists etc of the 
work being done and hoping they would also join us in 
future work 
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the short section to the Rendlesham Viaduct (known as 14 Arches) 


Photo History 
+ if 


prevents it joining the continuing section in Hilly Fields. Slow, slow discussions are in hand to sort this out but 
meanwhile satellites are programmed to destroy satellites in space. Committees never work speedily...(maybe 
with the exception of ours!) 


Photo History 


Bh ng 


.. apologies for ending with food shots again but the cuisine we enjoyed at La Ven- 
tura at St John’s Wood with Maryanne and Peter is , as always, really exceptional 


